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President's Post- C uba Decisions
Full Weight of the Office Beh,eve;t

Now Felt as He Seeks Solut:om

John F. Kennedy is now
feeling for the first time the

full chill loneliness of that e

terrible and unsharable ul-
timate responsibility which
lies upon him as President.
He is by no means isolated
from advisers, but the truly
intimate circle is narrowing
in the. afterlight of the Cu-
ban tragedy. Setback and
sorrow (sorrow for the anti-

. Castré Cuban patriots who

died in the lost Cuban in-
vasion is frankly shown by
the President) have made
Mr. . Kennedy deeply aware’
that in the last hour of every,
crisis he is a man alone. At~
the end, decisions of fateful
consequences are his alone.

All this he well knew aca-
demically, of course, before
he took office. But a newly
trained soldier may know in
his mind tha} a coming ac-
tion will be . bloody withotit
truly apprehending it in his
whole being until he actually -
goes through that action. It
is much this way with.the
President. '

He had long kndwn in his

-mind that since all life was

a series of struggles, presi-
dential life would be a series
of great struggles, indeed.
But a special awareness of
the mortal nature of those
struggles has now. come upon

« him—not from theory hut

from experience.

So he is doing now what
i& natural to a man whose
life-—as a Naval officer dug-
ing the war and as a politi-
cian—has been based more
upon action than words. He
is not shutting out those
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advisers who are. gnl
men.” But he is tuming
and more to those who Ar
first of all men of ff
competence and toug}x :

public affairs are !iOmbv
types rather than §taff of-
ficer types.

Two men, therefore,
now the men closest to the
President. One is his hropher,
Attorney General Rober t
Kennedy. The other is Vice
President Lyndon Johnson.
Both were intimately In-

volved in the President’s own
‘greatest personal crisis before.
now, Bob Kennedy as an,

indispensable "ally in the
fight for

nomination and Lynd on

Johnson as a powerful.

opponent.

The President knows from
experience their determima-
tion, their
and that ‘neither, whatever
hig faults, is in the least way
afflicted by mushiness.”

He alsoEndWs their loy-
alty—-Bob X epnedy’s unques-
tioning - "“ot erly loyalty;

Mr, Johnfbn’s thore imper-

sonal loyalty to an admifils-

~tration of which he 15 an

elected part.

To talk to the Presxgent,,l
i3 to see a man much alf,re;ed ‘

in recent weeks. He is"s till
calm and laconic. Bilt no

casual gaiety is in evidence

now. He wastes no angry
recriminations against any-
Yody within his Government
for the Cuban failure. He is
fully prepared to take, and

even to insist upon, the final =
which _he .

responsibility
knows is his anyhow.
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fighting morale-

The forthcoming review of
our mtelhgence aperations
and DQ}.‘ capacity to fight
‘guéﬁ“lﬂi actlons was not or-
deréd &s a mournful autopsy
#ver-the past. It was ordered
W f™"to find out what we
éed for the future.
J e President 1s  wryly
at the self-serving
ﬂsfeaks which have been going
o’ 'm:‘t)und here to suggest
tﬁat one fellow was right
%11 ther to blame. He

g{ %%pntmg heads to chop
s e the same, this cor-

rssp yient’s firm impression
hy ',ghe President’s basic
,:re’ ; “to Cuba recalls- what

-old Fieet Admiral “Ernie”
- Kingsgid when he was called

- »t0 Navy eommand after Pearl

Harbor: “When they get into
.trouble they. send for the so
+and so0s."”

~ The term “sq and s05” is
not meant to suggest bad or
conscienceless men. Rather it
.describes the unterrified
. “hardnoses,” the men. who
nce committed to a thing

-will carry it through to the

: end
Fma.lly, soie predictions
are mhde on t'fhis coluinnist's

35 Wil see the
_director of
2 holdove1

head Wfll be ’é. “hardnose,”
possibly even Robert Ken-
nedy himself and possibly
another such as Navy Secre-
tary John Connally. Mr. Con-
nally, an old “Johnson inan,”

fought Bob Kennedy &t the .
Democratic convention with
the same coolly furious skill
with which Bob Kennedy
fought him., :




